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KEYNOTE:

Kurt Andersen

Kurt Andersen is author of True Believers (2012, Random House), Heyday (2007, Random House),
and Turn of the Century (1999, Random House). Born in Omaha, Andersen graduated from
Harvard College, co-founded Spy Magazine, and wrote for New York Magazine, The New Yorker,
Time, and The New York Times. He is also host of the Peabody Award-winning public radio
program Studio 360, a co-production between Public Radio International and WNYC.

READERS:
Leo Adam Biga

' blog, leoadambiga.wordpress.com, is an online gallery of his work.

Joy Castro

Art Homer

Leo Adam Biga writes newspaper-magazine stories about people, their passions, and their
. magnificent obsessions. He's the author of the books Alexander Payne: His Journey in Film - A
\ | Reporter’s Perspective 1998-2012 (2012, Inside Stories), a compilation of his journalism about the
I ? acclaimed filmmaker, and Open Wide (2011, Concierge), a biography of Mark Manhart. His popular

Joy Castro was born in Miami and is the author of The Truth Book: A Memoir (2011, Arcade
Publishing), the literary thriller Hell or High Water (2012, St. Martin’s), and the essay collection
Island of Bones (2012, University of Nebraska Press). Her work has appeared in anthologies and in
journals including Seneca Review, Fourth Genre, North American Review, Brevity, Afro-Hispanic
Review, and The New York Times Magazine. Her website is at http://www.joycastro.com/

Art Homer has taught at the University of Nebraska at Omaha Writer's Workshop since 1982 and is

N A author of Blind Uncle Night (CW Books, 2012). He is the recipient of a 1998 NEA Writing

Creative Nonfiction.

Kimmel Harding Nelson w@
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IS HUNDREDS 0OF STUDENTS
FROM 20 NEBRASKA SCHOOLS
PERFORMING ORIGINAL POETRY

LIVE

WWW.LTABOMAHA.ORG
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Providing 2 to 8 week Artlst Re51denC1es for
emerging & professional Writers, Visual
Artists, & Composers from Nebraska
and across the globe.
Application details available online.

In historic Nebraska City, NE - 402.874.9600 Eh

Fellowship, a 1995 Individual Artist Fellowship from Nebraska Arts Council, and a Regents
Professorship from the University of Nebraska. Homer's nonfiction book The Drownt Boy: An
Ozark Tale (University of Missouri Press, 1994) was published as a finalist for the AWP Award in

SEMI-FINALS

4/6 @EPM, NEBRASKA BOOK FESTIVAL
LIND THOMPSON ALLIMNI CENTER

4/7 @EPM, OM HEALING ARTS CENTER
1216 HOWARD ST., DMAHA

FINALS

4/12 @TPM, EREIEHTI]N LINIVERSITY
R AUDITORIUM
TEAM FINALS

2013 NEBRASKA BOOK FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Friday and Saturday Vendor Tables: CENTENNIAL HALL

Friday, April 5th:

Kurt Andersen - Keynote ¢ 7:00 p.m. *« BOOTSTRAPPER HALL

Welcome by Dr. Dave Boocker, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, UNO

Saturday, April 6th:
Workshops 9:00-10:45a.m.

John Price - NonFiction Workshop ¢ ANDERSEN HOSPITALITY ROOM

Brent Spencer - Fiction Workshop: “Building the Story” « RHODEN BOARD ROOM
Neil Harrison - Poetry Workshop * SEVERA PARLOR

Workshops 1:15-3:00 p.m. ® SCcVERA PARLOR
Young Chicago Authors and Nebraska Writers Collective teen poetry Workshop

Readings:
12:00-1:00 p.m. * Bootstrapper Hall « John Price and UNO creative nonfiction students
Ryan Grandick and Scott Aichinger
Andersen Hospitality Room o Art Homer and Barbara Schimtz
1:15-2:00 p.m. ¢ Bootstrapper Hall « Tunette Powell and Joy Castro
Andersen Hospitality Room e Lisa Knopp and Todd Robinson

2:15- 3:00 p.m. ¢ Bootstrapper Hall « Presentation of the 2013 Mildred Bennett Award to
Jane Renner Hood

Bootstrapper Hall « Andy Jewell
3:15-4:00 p.m. ¢ Bootstrapper Hall ¢ Ron Hull and Leo Adam Biga

Andersen Hospitality Room ¢ Benjamin Vogt and Fred Zydek
4:15-5:00 p.m. ¢ Bootstrapper Hall « Stacey Waite and Don Welch

Andersen Hospitality Room ¢ Barb Malek and John Rector

5:00 p.m. » Centennial Hall « Reception

6:00-8:00 p.m. * Bootstrapper Hall « Louder Than a Bomb: Omaha Semi-Final Poetry Bout



Barb Malek

Barb Malek was born into a Mennonite family with deep roots in Nebraska. Her biography, Soft
Like Steel (2012, WriteLife), tells the story of her grandmother, Barbara Kennel, who not only
survived an unfaithful husband, but also the heat and starvation of the Dust Bowl to raise her eight
children. Her story is one of courage, mixed with forgiveness, that has impacted the author’s

W family for three generations and counting.

Tunette Powell
wmmmprs  Tunette Powell’s passion for speaking and writing led her to publish her first book, The Other

i Woman (WriteLife), in 2012. Since the book's release, Tunette has graced the covers of magazines
#1 and has travelled the country sharing her story of overcoming the odds. Powell, former staff writer
W for the San Antonio Express-News, currently writes for Momaha.com, a parenting site offered
fs through the Omaha World-Herald. Her website is http:/www.tunettepowell.com/

i

John T. Price

John T. Price is the author of the memoirs Daddy Long Legs: The Natural Education of a Father

' (forthcoming in Spring 2013 by Trumpeter Books/Shambhala Press); Man Killed by Pheasant and

Other Kinships (Da Capo Press, 2008; paperback: University of lowa Press, 2012) and Not Just Any

Land: A Personal and Literary Journey into the American Grasslands (University of Nebraska Press,

k 2004). He is a Professor of English at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, where he teaches
nonfiction writing, and a fellow at the Black Earth Institute.

His website is at http://www.johntprice.com/

John Rector

John Rector is the Wall Street Journal bestselling author of the novels The Grove (2011, Mariner
Books), Already Gone (2011, Thomas and Mercer), and The Cold Kiss (2010, Forge Books-optioned
for a feature film now in development). His short fiction has appeared in numerous magazines and

Barbara Schmitz

Barbara Schmitz’ spiritual memoir, Path Of Lightning.: A Seeker’s Jagged Journey was released
from Pinyon Publishing in October 2012. Her latest poetry collection, How Much Our Dancing

Has Improved (2005), from Backwaters, won the 2005 Nebraska Center for the Book Award. She
taught writing and literature at Northeast Community College for thirty years and ran the Visiting
Writers Series there.

Benjamin Vogt

Benjamin Vogt is the author of the poetry collection Afterimage (2013, SFA Press). His poems and
essays have appeared in Creative Nonfiction, Diagram, ISLE, Orion, The Sun, and Verse Daily.
Benjamin has a Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska and an M.F.A. from The Ohio State
University. He lives in Lincoln where he has an award-winning 1500’ prairie garden.

Visit him at bevogt.com.

Stacey Waite

Stacey Waite is currently Assistant Professor of English at the University of Nebraska and has
published four collections of poems: Choke (winner of the 2004 Frank O'Hara Prize), Love Poem
to Androgyny (winner of the 2006 Main Street Rag Chapbook Competition), the lake has no saint
(winner of the 2008 Snowbound Prize from Tupelo Press), and Butch Geography just released this
year from Tupelo Press. Waite is also the co-host of the podcast “Air Schooner,” free to download
from the Prairie Schooner website. Waite is also a coach for two high school poetry slam teams in Lincoln
through the Nebraska Writers Collective's Louder Than a Bomb.

Don Welch
Don Welch is a poet and an educator who was born in Hastings, Nebraska. The author of several
published poetry collections and regular contributor to literary magazines, Welch was an English

Todd Robinson

Join us in Willa Cather’s Red Cloud!,

May 2 - 5: Prairie Writers’ Workshop
with Andrew Malan Milward (author of
The Agriculture Hall of Fame)

May 31 - June 1: 58th annual Spring Conferenc
featuring Dan O’Brien (author of Buffalo for the
Broken Heart), dinner on the prairie with
Kent Rollins of Food Network’s Chopped, inaugure
Willa Cather Wildflower Walk, and celebrating
the 100th publication anniversary of

Guided Tours are available.
Details & registration at:

www.WillaCather.org
866.731.7304
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won several awards including the Porterhouse Prize. He lives in Omaha.

.. Todd Robinson’s poems have appeared in Margie, The Southeast Review, The Potomac Review,

. Strange Machine, Natural Bridge, The Midwest Quarterly, and elsewhere. He is a founding member
' of the Seven Doctors Project, served for a time on the board of the Backwaters Press, has judged
several writing contests, and has presented his work in bars and classrooms, hospitals and
restaurants, at dinner parties and art museums,-parks and coffee shops, and at Ted Kooser's.farm.

professor at the University of Nebraska at Kearney from 1959 to 1997. While there he was awarded
the Distinguished Paul W. Reynolds and Clarice Kingston Reynolds Endowed Chair in English,
Poetry & Creative Writing. In June 2001 a bronze sculpture of Welch was finished and dedicated

to him on the campus. His latest collection of poems is due out Spring 2013 by SFA University Press.

Fred Zydek

Fred Zydek has published more than eight hundred poems and is the author of nine collections.
After having taught for several years, first at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, and later at the
College of Saint Mary, he now writes full time. He is also editor of Lone Willow Press. His website is

41 at http:/fredrickzydek.com/. His memoir The Button Box was released in 2012 through Create

Space.com
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Publishing Your
Book About
Rocket Science
Shoulkdn’t Be
Rockel Science
efnclerge

marketing .
PUBLISHING SERVICES

ConciergeMarketing.com (402) 884.5995

Quality, designed, since 1994

Facepooka@n.fb.me/WAl_ESVTq.

‘Twitter: @WSCPRESSH

Our team has over 19 years of experience in the publishing
industry, and we believe we can provide you with an
outstanding book that, through its quality, will enhance
your own creative work and provide you with a competitive
edge in the marketplace.

Recent projects include Big Jim Exon:
A Political Biography and The Five
Financial Foundations: A Guide to
Building a Better Future

contact us for a proposal or to discuss your project

Infusionmedia
print and web design | book design and publishing

140 North 8th Street, Suite 214 The Apothecary, Lincoln, NE 68508
voice/fax £02-477-2065 info@infusionmediadesign.com
www.infusionmediadesign.com




WRITING WORKSHOP LEADERS:

Poetry

B Neil Harrison’s poetry has been published in the chapbook Story (1995 & 1996, Logan House

(2011, Pinyon Publishing).

Non-Fiction

http://www.johntprice.com/

Fiction

Press) and in the collections /n a River of Wind (2000, Bridge Burner’s Publishing), /Into the River
Canyon at Dusk (2005, Lone Willow Press), and Back in the Animal Kingdom

John T. Price is the author of the memoirs Daddy Long Legs: The Natural Education of a Father
(forthcoming in Spring 2013 by Trumpeter Books/Shambhala Press); Man Killed by Pheasant and

- Other Kinships (2008, Da Capo Press; paperback: 2012, University of lowa Press) and Not Just Any
Land: A Personal and Literary Journey into the American Grasslands (2004, University of Nebraska
Press). He is a Professor of English at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, where he teaches
nonfiction writing, and a fellow at the Black Earth Institute. His website is at

Brent Spencer is the author, most recently, of the memoir Rattlesnake Daddy: A Son’s Search for

{ Y His Father (2011, Backwaters Press), winner of the Nebraska Book Award. He is also the author of

TEEN POETRY

the novel The Lost Son (1995, Arcade) and the short story collection Are We Not Men?
(1996, Arcade) He teaches creative writing and screen writing at Creighton University in Omaha.

The Nebraska Writers Collective is an Omaha-based 501(c)3 non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting and supporting creativity, literary awareness, poetry,
and performance poetry throughout the Midwest. They put on the Louder Than a Bomb:

Omaha Youth Poetry Festival each spring and have more information at http://newriters.org

—

YOUNG CHICAGO AUTHORS

http://youngchicagoauthors.org

Young Chicago Authors transforms the lives of young people by cultivating their voices
through writing, publication, and performance education. See more at:

NEW FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA PRESS

“Written with poetic precision, this “A nostalgic ride through the
small book lives large in memory.” founding days of public television.”
—ForeWord Reviews —Omaha World Herald

Please visit the UNP booth to receive a 25% discount on these and other titles!

UNMIYERSITY OF ésé

NEBRASKA?ress

NEBRASKAPRESS.UNL.EDU
800-848-6224 - publishers of Bison Books

Visit The Backwaters Press to get your books by
Nebraska authors including this year's readers Don
Welch, Fredrick Zydek and Barbara Schmitz!

The Backwaters Press has won more Nebraska Book
Awards in poetry than any other press, starting with the

very first award, Marjorie Saiser's Bones of a Very
Fine Hand in 2000, and continuing through last year's

winner Dirt Songs: A Plains Duet

by Twyla Hansen and Linda Hasselstrom.

Check out our anthology of Nebraska poets, Nebraska Presence, and
titles by Nebraska poets and writers Matt Mason, J.V. Brummels,
Jim Reese, Greg Kuzma, Nancy McCleery, Barbara Schmitz, Brian

Bengston, Mark Sanders,Robert Richter, and William Kloefkorn.

The Backwaters Press

The Backwaters Press, 3502 N 52nd St., Omaha NE 68104
www.thebackwaterspress.org

Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 4758663

httpy//www facebook com/anovelideabookstore

Ron Hull

Ron Hull Ed.D., is Senior Advisor to Nebraska Educational Telecommunications and Professor
Emeritus of Broadcasting, UNL. BACKSTAGE -Stories from My Life in Public Television (2012,
University of Nebraska Press) is stories about people - stars and unsung heroes - he’s worked
with during the past 58 years in Nebraska Public Broadcasting, as head of programming at the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting in Washington DC, and serving as the television Programming
Advisor to the Government of South Vietnam when the U.S. brought television to that country to
help win “the hearts and minds of the people” in 1966. People, such as Nebraska authors Mari Sandoz and
John G. Neihardt and Actress Sandy Dennis, are featured along with personal reminiscences of people who
were the “builders” of public television in Nebraska, Washington DC and Saigon, Vietnam.

Andrew Jewell

Andrew Jewell is Associate Professor in the University Libraries, University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
and editor of the Willa Cather Archive (cather.unl.edu). Andy has published several essays on Willa
Cather and other American writers, scholarly editing, and digital humanities. He is co-editor of the
books The American Literature Scholar in the Digital Age (University of Michigan Press, 2011) and
The Selected Letters of Willa Cather (Knopf, 2013).

o a

Lisa Knopp

Lisa Knopp is the author of five collections of essays, each of which explores the concepts of
place, home, nature, and spirituality. Her most recent collection, What the River Carries:
Encounters with Mississippi, Missouri, and Platte, was published by the University of Missouri Press
in 2012. Knopp's essays have appeared in many of the best publications, including Shenandoah,

4 Gettysburg Review, Michigan Quarterly Review, Missouri Review, Connecticut Review, Creative
o Nonfiction, lowa Review, Prairie Schooner, and Northwest Review. Six of her essays have received
Notable Essay citations in the Best American Essays series (1991, 1994, 2001, 2001, 2008, 2010). To learn
about her recent publications, please visit her website at: www.lisaknopp.com

EVERY WRITER MUST FIND THEIR VOIGE

WE PROVIDE THE GPS

* All-inclusive programming

* Interactive workshops

* Job opportunities for writers

* School outreach

* Professional outreach
Community outreach

Quirky, atypical,
one-of-a-kind, used,
rare & out-of-print

OMAHA

seven doctors project

Est. 1991

18 N 14th &t

M- &at 10 am. - 6 p.m.
Thurs 10 am. - 8 p.m.
Sun 1 pm -5 pm

Nebraska Writers Collective
B T L Ty

WWW.NEWRITERS.ORG

PROMOTING CREATIVE WRITING AND PERFORMANGE POETRY THROUGHOUT THE MIDWEST

anovelideabookstore.com



